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and their partners to challenge 
barriers on the railway for people 
living with hidden disabilities, such 
as mental health issues, dementia, 
and neurodiverse conditions. We will 
work in partnership with community 
support groups and develop short 
wellbeing walking routes under 2 
miles between stations, along with 
‘‘try the train’ and rail confidence 
sessions. The resources developed 
will map and promote our local 
areas near the Penistone Line and 
encourage others to use the train 
as a green transport option. We will 
encourage using the train to access 
heritage and leisure days out by 
partnering with leisure and tourism 
providers, to keep you informed of 
events and offers.Our grand station 
in St George’s Square, Huddersfield 
celebrates 175 years since the 
first train departed. Penistone Line 
Partnership committee members 
hope to mark the event in August.

FROM YOUR COMMUNITY RAIL 
OFFICER - ROWENA CHANTLER
It is hard to believe that it is February 
already, as it doesn’t seem two 
minutes since we were planning 
to make Christmas decorations 
at a workshop with Ability Options 
a skills and opportunities day 
service for adults with learning 
disabilities & additional needs. 
The participants created fantastic 
decorations which we displayed in 
the windows of Platform 2 Waiting 
Shelter Huddersfield Station. 
Unfortunately, the waiting shelter 
is still out of use due to a leak, but 
we hope to see it open again soon 
for passengers using the Penistone 
Line. Since our last newsletter there 
have been changes regarding Covid 
that have impacted upon rail travel, 
and our ability to work with groups 
and promote events. It feels like we 
are turning a corner, or should I say 
a curve as there are no corners on 
railways! There seems to have been 
quite a reduction in restrictions and 
we are now at planning stage for 
events this year, hopefully bringing 
back music trains, and a Christmas 
event at the end of the year. Keep up 
to date by following our Facebook 
page @PLPcommunityrail.
THE YEAR AHEAD
This year Penistone Line Partnership 
will engage with communities along 
the line, by promoting rail safety with 
school pupils, encourage rail travel 
with college students, and teach rail 
confidence. Backtrack Competition 
is running for a third year to 
educate and tackle trespass issues.
Over the last few years we have 
collaborated with  local authorities

AN UPDATE FROM NORTHERN

Services on Northern have 
unfortunately been affected due to 
the twin issues of Northern staff 
being away from work (mostly 
due to the Omicron COVID-19 
variant) and the effects of no rest
day working for Northern drivers 
who could have covered, which is 
still having an impact. The Penistone 
Line timetable remains the same, 
but if you are travelling on other 
lines, please check for temporary 
timetables (due to Omicron). 
Leisure travel has improved slightly 
and is now over 80% of sales pre the 
pandemic, probably all retail based, 
as there is no crowding reported 
on the traditional leisure routes.
On a more positive note,  last 
year Network Rail invested 
£134,000 in supplying stations in 
the North West with defibrillators
for rail passengers, Richard Isaac

https://www.facebook.com/PLPcommunityrail
https://twitter.com/PenistoneLine
https://penline.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/PLPcommunityrail
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LEND A HAND!
Our station adoption groups along 
the line, can now tend, mend, garden 
and plant at Penistone Line stations 
now that there are no lockdown 
restrictions for volunteers. However 
some of our stations really need 
some TLC after the lockdowns!

Regional Community and 
Sustainability Manager, has 
confirmed that Barnsley, Elsecar, 
and Wombwell Stations are in the 
first phase of Northern’s defibrillator 
role out in 2022. Regional manager 
at Northern, Chris Jackson, said: 
“I would like to thank Network 
Rail for funding a total of 40 new 
defibrillators to be installed across 
our network, bringing the total 
across our network to 90. All our 
defibrillators are publicly accessible, 
so they are of huge benefit, not only 
to those travelling with us, but also 
the communities we serve, and 
they will make a positive impact 
for the North. We will continue to 
work hard to introduce defibrillators 
at even more of our stations.”

Image: Defibrillator role out in North West rail 
region.

LEVELLING UP BID
Last year Kirklees Council applied 
for Levelling Up funding from central 
government to enhance the service 
on the Penistone Line and improve 
stations. Unfortunately, the bid was 
unsuccessful. A resubmission will 
be put forward, which if successful 
could lead to a half hourly service on 
the line, and access improvements 
at Shepley and Honley stations. 
West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority see the Penistone 
Line as a key element of the 
transport infrastructure linking 
Huddersfield, Barnsley, and 
Sheffield. Train services on
the route provide a sustainable 
alternative to road travel, 
providing vital access to work, 
education, leisure and retail. A 
£48m Levelling up Fund bid was 
submitted over Summer 2021 for

station and infrastructure 
enhancements on the Penistone 
Line to facilitate a half hourly service 
and improved service reliability. The 
bid sought a step-change in service 
quality, speed, and reliability, along 
with improved waiting facilities, 
to provide constituents with a rail 
service which provides a credible 
alternative to the private car. The 
repackaged Integrated Rail Plan 
focuses on improving infrastructure 
on existing routes to enable service 
enhancements (integration, reduced 
travel time, comfort and frequency).  
As part of this approach, Kirklees 
Council and our partners at West 
Yorkshire Combined Authority and 
South Yorkshire Mayoral Combined 
Authority, remain keen to develop 
existing passenger facilities and rail 
infrastructure across the route. To 
date, Kirklees Council have spent 
approximately £50k developing 
proposals to enhance the route. 
Discussions are currently taking 
place between Kirklees Council 
and the rail minister, with regard to 
a decision to submit a further bid 
to the next round of Levelling Up 
Funding which is anticipated to be 
announced in the Spring. We will 
keep you up to date on progress.

If  you would like to help clean up, 
paint and garden along the line, 
or you are a community group 
or service that would benefit

from involvement at your 
local station please  email 
p e n i s t o n e l i n e @ g m a i l . c o m

Here on the Penistone Line, we 
have a great record of engaging 
with creative and crafty people 
in our communities along the 
line. Over the years we have been 
involved in some great projects, 
most recently Woven Festival 2021 
with the epic Big Rainbow Knit 
installation at Huddersfield Station, 
and villages and stations were 
decorated in yarn creations (also 
known as yarn bombing). The 2022 
Platinum Jubilee logo is purple, 
and we are aiming for our planting 
along the line to be red, white and 
blue. We would love to see our 
stations decorated for the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and welcome 
community groups, and individuals 
to submit ideas and get involved.
If you would like to help clean 
up, paint and garden along the 
Penistone Line, or you are a
Group or service that would benefit 
from involvement with Pensistone 
Line Partnership, whether it is to 
plan a trip, help at a station, request 
a school or college visit, then 
please get in touch with Rowena by 
email at penistoneline@gmail.com

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE

OUR 30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
In 2023 it will have been 30 years 
since Penistone Line Partnership 
began to engage with local 
communities. We are collating 
your images of events we have 
hosted, any poetry, art, or writing 
you have created on or about 
the line. Any memorable stories, 
your thoughts on the landscape 
and journey along the route.
Please get in touch with 
us ahead of next year at 
p e n i s t o n e l i n e @ g m a i l . c o m
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WORLD HIJAB DAY 2022 - A 
TRAIN TRIP TO ACCRINGTON
Rowena was invited by Community 
Rail Lancashire to participate 
in World Hijab Day on Tuesday 
1st February 2022, which is an 
event founded by Nazma Khan 
in 2013, taking place annually 
on 1st February in 140 countries 
worldwide. It encourages women 
of all religions and backgrounds 
to wear and experience the hijab 
to promote understanding and 
cohesion. Stations of Welcome, 
women’s group met at Burnley 
Manchester Road Station to 
support World Hijab Day by 
encouraging non-Muslim women 
to try out a hijab for the day. The 
Community Rail Lancashire team, 
Northern staff, community rail 
officers, and visitors travelled from 
Burnley to Accrington wearing their 
hijabs and walked to Raza Jamia 
Mosque as part of the experience.
For many this was their first 
visit to a mosque and what an 
amazing mosque to visit! The 2017 
construction is a huge building that 
serves its local Muslim population 
in Accrington. Jemshad Ahmed 
kindly lead the tour of the mosque 
and explained the uses of the 
building and the thoughts behind its 
construction. The day was a huge 
success and it will hopefully be the 
first of many World Hijab Days and 
visits to the mosque! We would 
love to organise a train trip for 
World Hijab Day from Huddersfield 
in 2023 and partner with regional 
mosques and women’s groups. 

Image: World Hijab Day, Rowena Chantler 
PLP & Karen Bennett (Community Rail 
Lancashire) in Accrington

COMMUNITY RAIL AWARDS 
SUCCESS
In our Autumn 2021 newsletter 
we shared that one of our projects 
had been shortlisted for an award. 
We are pleased to announce that 
two murals at Penistone Station
were awarded joint third prize 
in the National Community 
Rail Awards 2021, in the 

category of ‘Involving Children and 
Young People’. The vision for the 
mural was not only to transform 
the unloved waiting rooms at the 
station, but to also highlight the 
positive sense of community in 
Penistone and deter anti-social 
behaviour, by engaging with groups 
of young people from Penistone 
and the surrounding areas. The 
monumental pieces of art now 
take pride of place in each of the 
waiting rooms at Penistone Station. 
Rosie Pearsall the artist, and the 
young people who took part in the 
making of the murals can take pride 
in contributing to this community 
project. Thank you to our funders, 
Penistone Ward Alliance and South 
Yorkshire Passenger Transport 
Executive (SYPTE). If you do witness 
any antisocial behaviour, we ask 
you to contact British Transport 
Police on 999 or via text on 61016.
IN MEMORIAM

active with several other walking 
groups including the Sheffield 
Co-op Ramblers, Sheffield CHA 
and the Ramblers. His funeral 
on 2nd February was very well 
attended by over 100 people, with 
the Royal British Legion forming a 
guard of honour at the Grenoside 
Crematorium. Geoffrey had 
served on the RBL Chapeltown 
committee for more than 20 years 
in various roles. Geoff Ryder, 
Joy Rawlings and Peter Watson 
kindly represented the Penistone 
Line Partnership. We extend our 
sympathy to his wife Dorothy 
and their family. – Stuart Parker.

We received the sad news in early 
January that Geoffrey Woolhouse, 
one of our guided walks leaders 
for the Penistone Line Partnership, 
passed away on 30th December. 
As well as leading walks for the 
Penistone Line Partnership, he was 

Image: Geoff & Dorothy Woolhouse
GUIDED WALKS BY TRAIN
Our Guided Walks Programme 
is in full swing thanks to our 
dedicated walks leaders. Train 
times and further information 
can be found on our website at 
https://penline.co.uk/calendar/

https://penline.co.uk/calendar/
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SATURDAY 19 MARCH
70 ACRE WALK

An easy to moderate walk through 
the Holme Valley taking in Honley, 

Oldfield, South Crosland, Beaumont 
Park and Armitage Bridge.

SATURDAY 2 APRIL
DO IT FOR YORKSHIRE!

A varied route via Gunthwaite, near 
Penistone, Hoylandswaine and up, 

to finish at Silkstone Common. 
Great Yorkshire scenery all day!

SATURDAY 16 APRIL
IRON & COAL, VALLEYS AND 

VIEWS
A walk through fine landscapes 
of Chapeltown, Thorpe Hesley, 

Wentworth and Elsecar.
SATURDAY 30 APRIL

FOLLOWING THE PILGRIM 
FATHERS

Over to North Nottinghamshire today

SATURDAY 5 MARCH
FROM COUNTRY TO TOWN

A varied route from Shepley to the 
big town!

GUIDED WALKS BY TRAIN
SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY

HOW GREEN IS MY CITY?
We’ll explore Sheffield’s parks, 

woods and other overlooked green 
spaces (Plenty of opt out points for 

buses).

GO BY TRAIN TO PENISTONE 
ARTS WEEK

We have  listed all events that are a 
short walk from Penistone station so 
that you can enjoy the train and leave 
the car at home to explore what’s on.

Friday 18 March 
The Black Snow Roadshow 
Penistone Paramount, 7:30pm, £12
Saturday 19 March
Millhouse Green Male Voice Choir 
Celebrity Concert 
Penistone Paramount, 7:15pm, £10
Sunday 20 March
Greatest Songs from the Movies
from Pinewood to Hollywood
Penistone Paramount, 7pm, £15

MUSIC

Saturday 12 March 
Children’s Author
Event with Colin 
Graham 
Penistone Library, 
9:30am-11:30am, FREE
That’s the Spirit 
Penistone Paramount, 7:30pm, £10
Sunday 13 March
Poetry in the Landscape Workshop 
with Steve Ely 
Meet at Penistone Station, 
10:30am-12:30am, FREE
Monday 14 March
Poetry and a Pint with Steve Ely 
Whiteface Brewery Tap, High Street, 
Penistone, 7:30pm, FREE
Tuesday 15 March
The Life and Times of John Gregson 
1919-1975 Including Genevieve 1953 
Penistone Paramount, 7pm, £8
Wednesday 16 March
Hiding from Wobbly Bob 
and other Stories 
Penistone Paramount, 7:30pm, £8
Sunday 20 March
Long Way Home: 
An Afternoon with Dan Jarvis 
Penistone Paramount, 2pm, FREE
Michelle Rowlins: ‘Women of Steel 
and The Steel Girls’ at 
BARiSTA, Penistone, 5pm, FREE
Wednesday 23 March 
Writers Group 
Penistone Library, 9:30am-11:30am, 
FREE
Suicide Sucks!: 
Film Screening with Q&A 
Penistone Scout Hut, 7:30pm, £5

Penistone Arts Week  has been 
extended this year and runs  from  
9 - 25 March 2022. For  full details of 
all events in and around Penistone 
visit https://penistoneartsweek.
wordpress.com/programme/ 

LITERATURE/
DRAMA

Tuesday 15 March
Philosophy Group: Artificial 
Intelligence Penistone Library, 
10:30am - 11:30am, free
Tuesday 22 March
Lego Club 
Penistone Library, 3pm-4:30pm, free

Sunday 13 March 
Stone Carving Workshop with Melanie 
Wilks Penistone Market Barn, 10am-
4pm, £25
Monday 14 March 
Needles and 
Pins Group 
with Esther Rutter 
Penistone Library, 10am-12pm, FREE
Tuesday 15 March
New Swaine W.I Croft Group 
with Esther Rutter 
Penistone Library, 2pm-4pm, Free
Knit and Natter with Esther Rutter 
Cafe Creme, High Street, Penistone, 
time TBC, FREE
Thursday 17 March
Hen’s Teeth Craft Workshops
St John’s Community Centre, 
Penistone, 10am-2pm, FREE
Saturday 19 March
Places You’ll Know- Exhibition by Lucy 
Pimpernel Wood 
St Andrews Church, Penistone, 11am-
2pm, FREE
Monotype Workshop 
with Lucy Pimpernel Wood 
St Andrews Church, Penistone, 
2pm-5pm, £25
Sunday 20 March  
Hen’s Teeth Craft Fair 
St John’s Community Centre, 
Penistone, 10am-4pm, FREE
Monday 21 March
Needles and Pins Group Penistone 
Library, 10am-12pm, FREE
Thursday 24 March 
Rag Rug Group 
Penistone Library, 1pm - 3pm, FREE

ARTS/ 
CRAFTS

Friday 11 March 
Made in Motor-City 
Penistone 
Paramount, 
7:30pm, £20/£15
Gerrard Sinfonia 
St Andrew’s Church, Penistone, open 
rehearsal at 10am, Concert at 2pm, 
FREE
Thursday 17 March
Georgie Harrison and Tapas Night 
The Vault, Penistone, 7pm, £25
Penistone Paramount, 7:30pm, £12

MISC

https://penistoneartsweek.wordpress.com/



