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Welcome to May’s edition 
With winter now firmly behind us, we can once again 
appreciate how lucky we are to live in such an idyllic location 
to welcome in the wonderful month of May. A time of re-
birth, with natures colours all around and the beautiful 
joyous sounds of wildlife once again heard after the perils of 
the last few months. Our cover photo this month illustrates 
the pleasure to be had by simply immersing oneself in our 
natural surroundings. Bluebells are wonderful at this time of 
year, but last for a relatively short time. Our cover photo was 
taken in Stones Wood between Shepley and Stocksmoor in 
early May last year, but a week or so later it had all but 
vanished for another year. So, if you would like to enjoy it, be sure to head out without delay. Another 
nearby habitat that is rich in beautiful flora and fauna, can be found in Upper Dearne Woods. This area, 
maintained by wonderful local volunteers, really is a feast for the senses and can be found near Upper 
Cumberworth. Parking can be a problem here so best to get the walking boots out and stretch your legs 
or perhaps be dropped off by an accommodating driver. Either way, it is a stunning place to take in the 
sights, sounds and smells, particularly at this time of year, whilst appreciating the hard work of the 
volunteers. More information on this area can be found in the article by Geoff Higgs, Chair of the 
Conservation Group, on page 28. 
 

Whilst on the subject of our natural terrain, it is a concern to many that green belt land in our area seems 
to be rapidly disappearing to development. Of course, new housing is needed to accommodate an 
increasing population and especially to provide starter homes for young people and retirement homes for 
the elderly. It is however the erosion of natural green habitat that is a particular concern for many 
people. Whatever your feelings on this contentious issue be sure to choose candidates in the local 
elections who support your points of view on all matters. In the local council elections of 2024, almost 
sixty-three per cent of eligible residents in Kirkburton Ward sacrificed their right to vote. Whatever your 
opinions on local issues, please make sure your voice is heard by exercising your democratic right on 
Thursday 7th May. Photographic identification is required if you intend to vote at a polling station. Full 
details of what is acceptable can be found online.  
 

Here is a link to the Electoral Commission website: 
https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/voting-and-elections/voter-id/accepted-forms-photo-id 
 

 

Shepley Magazine Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cover illustration Pete Casey 
 
 

mailto:contributions.shepleysmag@hotmail.com
mailto:shepleysmag@gmail.com
mailto:shepleysmag@gmail.com
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Good morning, afternoon or evening! Grab a brew and read what FOSFS has been up to since my last 
update… 
 

We’ve been very busy planning our 2026 DIY SOS Day, taking place on Saturday 6th June, starting at 
9:00am. It promises to be a really productive day, with painting, planting and plenty of tidying to be done 
around school. 
 

As always, the success of this event relies on the support of our wonderful community, so we would love 
to see as many of you there as possible. Many hands really do make light work! 
 

We’d also love a kind volunteer to bake a cake to keep our hardworking helpers going. The BBQ will be lit 
as a thank you to everyone who gives their time and energy to support the school. This event has always 
been brilliantly supported, and we hope this year will be no different. 
 

Our Summer Fair plans are also well underway. The fair will take place on Friday 3rd July at Shepley 
Cricket Club and promises all the usual fun for the whole community. Fingers crossed for sunshine! We 
hope you’ll add both dates to your diary and join us for these two big events. 
 

Thank you, as always, for reading our update. If you’d like to get involved or offer your support, please 
pop into the school office, give them a call on 01484 603230, or email office@shepleyfirst.org. 
 

With thanks, Gillian & Team FOSFS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members of the WI and Cliffe House Woodland Volunteers are 
shown at Cliffe House at a tree planting. The tree was donated by 
Shepley Women’s Institute.  

 
WI President Shelagh Smith, along 
with committee member Vicky 
Wilmot planted the tree, an 
Amalenchier Lamarkii.  
 
This tree has a lovely star shaped 
blossom in early spring changing to 
green berries in June (hence June 
berry common name), giving way to 
red. With orangey/red leaves in 
autumn, this gives maximum 
interest throughout the year 
 

 

Friends of Shepley First School (FOSFS)  

Dates for your diary! 6th June & 3rd July     
 

Cliffe House Woodland Volunteers 

Tree planting 8th April 2026 
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When St. Paul’s Church was built in 1848 it included a bell cote 
containing two bells. The bells can only ring Ding Dong but have 
announced services, weddings and funerals for many years. They were 
originally rung manually from the West Gallery but in 2004 they were 
taken down, refurbished and re-hung.  
 

This was the first step in re-structuring the back of church which 
included the removal of the gallery which had become dangerous. This 
meant that Ding and Dong could no longer be rung manually. My 
fellow warden at the time, Paul Arthur, and myself investigated the 
possibility of attaching the bells to the clock so that they would strike 
for the first time.  
 

The clock was installed by the village to commemorate the 
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth ll. A plaque to this effect can be seen 
in the porch. The Parochial 
Church Council (PCC) 
agreed, and the clock and 
bells were attached to the 
atomic clock in 
Greenwich. This meant 
that the clock would not 
only automatically reset 
itself when the clocks go 
forward and back but also 

chime the quarters and hour. We were also able to set the bells to ring for regular services, and at the 
press of a button for other events such as weddings. Ding and Dong have become a regular reminder of 
the time all over Shepley.  
 

A few months ago, it was noticed that Ding appeared to be on 'strike'. The quarters and hours were only 
marked by Dong giving one two, and three Dongs on the quarters followed by four on the hour then after 
a short break the appropriate number for the hour. Therefore, at four o'clock we get four Dongs then 
another four. Having spoken to Smiths of Derby who service the clock, it appears that Ding’s clapper 
could be the problem.  
 

A bigger problem is that we can't have anything checked as it 
would need scaffolding to reach the bells and the cost would be 
beyond what the Church could 
afford, especially as the added 
cost of repairs is unknown. 

 

If anyone has any ideas about 
how we can once again have 
Ding and Dong working 
together as they have done for 
178 years, please let us know. 
Thank you.  
 

 
 

 St Paul’s Church 

 We need your ideas: Please give us a bell  
 
  
 

 
 

Churchwardens  
 

Doreen Halliwell Tel.603798 or 07780670961 
Audrey Williams Tel.07812826399  
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Whilst out delivering the latest Shepley Fields 
Forever update leaflet, we were engaged in 
conversation with other residents from the local 
area. They talked about potential developments 
and planning applications in their areas. This 
makes six applications within less than a mile 
radius of the Sovereign: Birdsedge, Shepley, 
Stocksmoor, Cumberworth and Denby Dale. These 
have been made possible by the Government’s 
commitment to building millions of new homes 
over a short period. To achieve that it has made a 
number of policy changes including to the use of 
green belt land; it has also introduced a category 
of land known as grey belt. 

In the case of green belt, a more flexible approach has been adopted which developers are now looking 
to exploit. One of the new criteria is where there is a "demonstrable unmet need" for the type of 
development proposed. That phrase in turn feeds into whether the local authority is meeting 
government targets for new housing. Unfortunately, Kirklees is not meeting those targets which enables 
developers to argue in favour of building on green belt. 
 

Meanwhile the definition of grey belt land is very wide. It is any land that does not contribute to 
preventing the sprawl of towns and cities (but not villages) or towns merging into each other (but again 
not villages) or preserving historic towns. It has been reported that in Leeds, the planning department has 
estimated that this definition could turn 90% of that city's green belt into grey belt. That is a troubling 
statistic. 
 

While there is undoubtedly a need for more affordable housing, readers may also think that there is a 
need to remain vigilant to ensure that our local area is not adversely affected by a short term, piecemeal 
approach to house building that has an adverse impact on local services that are already overstretched. 
 

Kirklees Council’s Local Plan must allocate land for residential development. The Council are developing a 
new plan which is being drawn up and will be the subject of a public consultation next year. Landowners 
and developers will be pushing to include more sites similar to the ones under consideration. 
 

We must all remain vigilant and oppose speculative development until we have a chance to influence the 
Local Plan through the consultation process. 
 

Looking at the Kirklees website there are now 525 comments regarding the proposed Eastfield 
development.  
 

You can still have a say about Shepley and its fields. If you have not done so yet – make sure your voice is 
heard by sending an email to:  dc.admin@kirklees.gov.uk.  Please remember to include your name and 
address and the planning application reference number - Ref: 2025/92776.      
                                       Shepley Fields Forever 
 
 
 
 
 

Shepley Fields Forever 

Worrying possibilities!!!! 
  
 
 Yorkshire Studies Group    
 

Shepley Fields Forever would like to apologise for claiming, on their recent leaflet, that the First School 
was oversubscribed. 
 

This is not the case currently. We should have said, if the proposed new development goes ahead, we 
believe the schools will be oversubscribed. 
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This May, we at Travel Experience are incredibly proud to celebrate 40 years in business. 

As an independent travel agency based in Kirkburton, reaching this milestone is a real 

achievement and one we are delighted to share with our customers and community. For 

four decades, we have loved turning holiday dreams into unforgettable memories.  

Travel Experience was founded in 1986 and over the years we have seen the travel 
industry change beyond recognition. From paper tickets and shelves full of brochures to 
today’s digital world, we have adapted at every stage. What has never changed is our 
commitment to putting our customers first and offering personal, knowledgeable advice. 
 

One of the things we are proud of is 
our exceptional team. Our Managing Director, Julie, has been 
with the business from the beginning and has guided Travel 
Experience through four decades of change. Rebecca will 
celebrate 34 years with us this year, while Sharon has been part 
of the team for 33 years, with just a short break to look after 
her young family. Ruth, our manager, has been with Travel 
Experience for 19 years and plays a key role in the day-to-day 
running of the business. Amanda and Cindy have been with us 
for four years, bringing fresh ideas and enthusiasm, while still 
sharing our focus on excellent customer service. Alison, who 
joined us over a year ago, completes the team and brings a 
wealth of travel industry experience further strengthening what 

we can offer. Between us, we have decades of travel knowledge, and many of our loyal customers have been 
booking their holidays with us for generations and value being able to speak to someone they trust, who 
understands their preferences and can offer reassurance, especially when travel doesn’t always go to plan.  
 
The industry has faced challenging times over the years. 
However, thanks to the dedication of our team and the 
continued customer support, we have come through and 
remain a thriving independent business. As we mark our 40th 
anniversary, we look to the future with excitement. While 
travel trends and technology will continue to evolve, our 
values remain unchanged. For us, Travel Experience has always 
been about people, relationships and creating holidays that 
truly matter. 
 

Travel Experience is 
more than just a travel 
agency; it is a cornerstone of the Kirkburton community, built on trust, 
experience, and genuine care. This anniversary celebrates not only our 40 
years in business, but the journeys shared, the memories created and the 
many adventures still to come. 
 

Join us in celebrating unforgettable journeys. Be part of our milestone 

anniversary and let us make your next adventure one to remember.

 

 
  

 

Celebrating 40 Years of  
Travel Experience in Kirkburton 

Hear from our 
Advertisers 

Travel Experience                   
115 North Road 
Kirkburton                                
HD8 0RL                           

Travel Experience 
Bringing you the World 
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Our March members’ meeting saw us leaping 
(un)gracefully around the room silently mouthing, 
‘Single, single, double!’ as we attempted to keep up 
with the Zumba routines led by the wonderfully 
vibrant and extremely patient Gina Wimpenny. The 
session provided a really good workout, and I 
wonder how many other members, like me, have 
since been tempted to start dancing in the 
supermarket aisles upon hearing the opening bars of 
Miley Cyrus’s ‘Flowers’! 
 

Following on from our environmental display at 
Shepley Library in support of the Climate Coalition’s 
‘Show the Love’ campaign, we have recently funded 

the purchase of an Amelanchier tree for the gardens of Cliffe House. As well as looking beautiful, trees play an 
important role in removing harmful pollution from the air, whilst supplying clean oxygen. 
 

The clubs have been busy over the last few weeks. Our walking groups enjoyed sunshine recently, with the 
Striders tackling a route around Ramsden Reservoir, fortified by a coffee stop at The Fleece, Holme.  
Meanwhile, the Strollers took in the fresh air at Pugneys Country Park, accompanied by Neela the guide dog, 
followed by lunch at Emley Farm Shop café. 

 

The Gardening Group weren’t so lucky with the weather so held their most recent meeting indoors, swapping 
seeds, sharing gardening experiences and advice, all whilst sampling delicious home-made biscuits! Also 
indoors, our Crafts and Crumbs session was well supported as usual, with members experimenting with 
leather marbling techniques, in addition to making cards and gift boxes. 
 

At our next members’ meeting, at 7:30pm on Wednesday, 20th May, we will be educated in the etiquette of 
afternoon tea by the self styled Victorian ‘Baroness Bolsover’, so dig out your fine China teacups and come and 
join us! 
 
 
 
 

 

Shepley Women’s Institute 

May meeting – the etiquette of afternoon tea    
 

If you’d like to find out more about what do we do, please contact: Debra on 07773169535 or email Rosemary 
at: rjandgeoff@tiscali.co.uk,  or have a look at our Instagram page @the_shepley_wi or just pop along to one of 
our meetings. You can attend up to three meetings each year as a visitor, paying £5 per meeting (which 
includes a cuppa, cake and a raffle ticket). Hope to see you there!  

mailto:rjandgeoff@tiscali.co.uk
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Our summer walks 2025 
After a summer season of fabulous, varied walks we met to review the great selection of photos which had 
been taken by Rodger and Sue. 
 

The meeting was very well attended, and we were treated to an amazing range of wildlife, wildflowers, birds 
and trees, reminding us of how fortunate we are to have access to our wonderful countryside. 
 

We ended the evening with tea, coffee and cake, and the chance to chat about all we had done, seen and 
enjoyed over the previous year. We are now looking forward to another year filled with walks and especially 
walks with post-walk lunches of course.  
 

Before the evening ended Sue handed out next season's programme, the first event of which was a visit to the 
grounds of Cliffe House. 
 

Thank you to all who contribute in any way, whether it be by planning and leading walks, taking photos for 
these reports, or generally supporting this long-established Society.                                                         Chris Dixon 
 

Signs of spring at Cliffe House 
The first of these season’s walks was a stroll round the grounds of 
Cliffe House, looking for signs of spring, on a typical spring day- 
chilly, but sunny. 
 

We began by visiting the Community Orchard, where fruit trees 
have been planted in memory of loved ones. This piece of land 
(known locally as the sledging field) could have been used for 
housing, but by creating the orchard, it is now safe from the 
planners. The area around the trees has been left to grow wild, 
with paths mown to reach the trees. Since being left, nature has 
begun to reclaim the area - numerous wildflowers have appeared 
amongst the grasses and they support a variety of invertebrates, 
which provide food for birds and small mammals, themselves 
being food for larger predators. 
 

In the woodland margins we noticed wild garlic (ransoms) and a 
few bluebells. There were also primroses, cowslips and violets, 
with milkmaids and marsh marigolds around the ponds. Large 
examples of Alexanders were growing under the hedge in the 
walled garden. 
 

Birds seen or heard 
included blackbirds, 
chaffinches, chiffchaffs, 
blue tits, great tits, 
song thrush, blackcaps, 
wren and mallard on 
the pond. Squirrels 
were seen scampering 
around, enjoying the 
spring sunshine. A 
delightful start to our 
walks season.                         

 
 Contact:  Sue Whitehouse 605614 or David Fisher 682903 or website: shepley-naturalists.weebly.com              

 
 

Shepley Naturalists’ Society 

Summer walks 2025 & signs of spring 2026 

 

Sue Whitehouse 
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Steve, as chair of the British Naturalists’ Association, has a wonderful knowledge of many things but 
he began this evening by saying he knew nothing at all – then sat back 
down. This set the tone for an amusing, entertaining and (in places!) 
challenging evening.  

The title was originally ‘The Willow Tit’ but as Steve pointed out you can’t 
really discuss the one without the other as they are so very alike. Sadly, 
both birds are in decline in this country, the willow tit more so than the 
marsh, but both are on the Red List of threatened species.  

The challenge came in trying to identify which one was in the 
photographs after Steve had taken us through their features. These are 
quite subtle, such as the shape of the tail, and (sometimes!) the colour 

of wing bars. Even the feature of a white spot on 
the marsh tit’s upper mandible as a good way 
to tell the difference is small and easily missed. Calls are different too – 
willows are ‘tzeee tzeee’ and marsh tits sound like a little sneeze ‘pitchou’.  

They live in different habitats too – 
willow tits live in wet woodland, 
which is now a very rare habitat. 
Marsh tits tend to live in dry 
broadleaf woodland. Both visit 
gardens and other bird feeders. Both 
hide seeds for later in the autumn, 
but grey squirrels unfortunately can 

watch for their hiding places and steal their food. Blue and 
great tits are bullies at bird tables and often scare willow and 

marsh tits away. 
These factors are 
sadly helping their decline.  

Steve is involved with a project at a Suffold Wildlife Trust 
project at Knettishall Heath. Here, willow tits have been 
seen, and the land management project is trying to make 
more a suitable habitat for them. Locally, they have been 
seen at Potteric Carr.  

After a very enjoyable talk, Steve was thanked with a very 
enthusiastic round of applause.                             Cathy Evans 

 

 

 
 
 
 

                      Shepley Bird and Wildlife Group  

            The Willow Tit and Marsh Tit – Steve Rutherford 
  
 
 Yorkshire Studies Group    
 

         Contacts details: email: shepleybirders@yahoo.com    Tel: Chris Marks 01484 608652 

Our Indoor Meetings have finished for the summer and will recommence in September, see further 
details in the August edition of the magazine.   
Field visits are open to everyone and are free of charge. We will be visiting RSPB Fairburn Ings, 
YWT Brockadale and NT Longshaw Estate in May and YWT Wheldrake Ings and Broadstone 
Common & Reservoir in June.  If you would like to join us, please use the contact details below.  

Willow Tit © Di Farrar 

Marsh Tit 
© Steve Rutherford 

Rotten stump to encourage Willow Tit nesting 
© Steve Rutherford 

Marsh  Tit habitat © Steve 
Rutherford 
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You’re not alone. Fifty days after the first Easter, Jesus’s disciples were overwhelmed 
by all that had happened. Afraid and unsure what to do next, they were hiding in a 
locked room, when suddenly they were each filled with the Holy Spirit!  
 

We know they weren’t just making it all up because they were utterly transformed! 
They went from fearful and uncertain to boldly sharing the Good News with authority, 
building the foundations for the Christian Church of 2.6 billion people today. That’s 
what we celebrate on Pentecost Sunday. Why not come to the service, on May 24th, 
and hear more about it? 
 

The Holy Spirit is still very active in the hearts of people today; guiding, strengthening 
and empowering them to do great things. God also cares about individuals who are overwhelmed, as this 
promise in Philippians 4.7 tells us, And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. ‘The peace that transcends understanding’ means being able 
to feel unexpectedly peaceful even though it doesn’t make sense or seem possible in the circumstances. 
So next time you feel overwhelmed, talk to God about it. He loves you even if you don’t believe in Him.   
 

And if you’re up for a bit of yummy fun, why not join us on May 3rd for a lighthearted service, 
full of joyful music, followed by an ice cream cornet for everyone! 
 

May 3rd -   10:45am Rev Sue Pegg is leading our cafe-style, Ice Cream Son Day”,  
   which promises to be great, delicious, fun! All are welcome to join us. 
May 10th - 10:45am Mrs Sandra Oldroyd will lead worship 
May 17th - 10:45am Mr Andy Finch will lead worship 
May 24th - 10:45am Rev Sue Pegg will lead our celebration of Pentecost 
May 31st  - 09:30am Mrs Kimm Brook will lead Bible study on the parable of the Rich Fool 
May 31st   - 10:45am Mrs Kimm Brook will lead worship for all about Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

All are welcome!     
                                                                                                                                                                       Kimm Brook 

………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Our Palm Sunday Service with Shepley donkeys 

MARY AND ANGEL ARRIVED IN 
GOOD TIME FOR EASTER, this year 
at Shepley Methodist Church when 
we were joined for the first part 
of our Palm Sunday Service by our 
two special Shepley donkeys called 
Mary and Angel. On Palm Sunday 
we remember how Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem on a colt and was 
greeted by a crowd waving palm 
branches and shouting Hosanna! 
God bless him who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Everyone 
received a Palm Cross during the 
celebration.              Revd Sue Pegg 

Shepley Methodist Church  

Have you ever been overwhelmed?  
 

Contact: Revd Sue Pegg – 07931 832456 
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Spring Crafts and Library Trail  

Thursday 28th May 10:00am-1:00pm and 2:00pm-5:00pm 

Crafts and activities for all the family. Free event, drop in, no need to book. 

 

Craft Workshop Session – Needle Punched Felt  

Thursday 21st May 2:00pm-5:00pm refreshments available, no 

need to book, suggested £5 to cover materials. Hosted by Shepley 

Library Volunteers. 

 

Wellbeing Workshop Session - Thursday 14th May 2.30pm-4:00pm   

Learn how to use essential oils to balance your chakras. Make your own bespoke blend (5ml) for use as a 

smelling tissue, perfume or massage oil. All materials carefully sourced, full guidance and information 

provided. Suggested donation £5 to cover materials. Over 18s. Hosted by Shepley Library volunteers, 

book a place by calling Shepley Library or DM Sharon 07385748259. 

 

Coffee & Conversation 

Thursday 21st May 10.30am-12.00noon 

James Smith, the MD of Shepley Spring shares the fascinating history and science 

behind the UK’s largest family-owned bottled water supplier. 

 

Family History & Ancestry One to One Support Session 

Friday 29th May slots are limited please call the library to book a space. Hosted by Shepley Library 

volunteers. 

 

Shepley Village Magazine is now available online!  

Back issues from 2018 to the current edition are now available via the Kirklees 

Library online catalogue: Kirklees.gov.uk/libraries – “catalogue search” – “search 

books and access your account”. Or scan the QR code. 

 

Regular Events: 
Rhyme Time: sessions are held each Monday at 2:30pm.  

Lego & Duplo Club: every week, Friday 2:00 – 5:00pm, and Saturday 10:00am – 12:00pm. All welcome. 

Games for Grown Ups: every Thursday 10:30pm – 1:00pm. 

Craft Taster Sessions: 3rd Thursday of every month. 

Family History & Ancestry: One-to-one support sessions, the last Friday of the month, please ring the 

library to book a slot. 

 

 

 
 

 

                     We Are: Shepley Library   

          Don’t miss out on some FREE events 
 

Contact:  Tel:  01484 414868. Use our Linktree address to stay up to date and for access information and      
resources: linktr.ee/kirkleeslibraries 
Normal Hours: Monday 1 - 5pm, Thursday 10am - 5pm (closed 1-2pm), Friday 2 - 5pm, Saturday 10am - 12noon. 

 
 

 

https://kir.ent.sirsidynix.net.uk/client/en_GB/default/search/results?qu=shepley+magazine&te=ASSET
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We are very pleased to announce that the Rural Veterans Hubs have been granted funding from the 
following: 
 

British Forces Broadcasting Authority 
Kirkburton Parish Council 
Shepley Women’s Institute 
Denby Dale Inner Wheel 
Army Benevolent Fund 
 

The funding we have received will go a long way towards helping our veterans.  We are planning a trip to 
the National Memorial Arboretum so that our veterans can pay their respects to their fallen comrades. 
This is a beautiful, tranquil place to visit with all the regiments having their own gardens and statues. We 
have hired a coach and, will this year, be taking some of our more physically disabled veterans. In the past 
we have taken a minibus but that has not been suitable for all. We will also be taking our veterans to 
military museums and other places of interest. We have some veterans that due to their disability don’t 
get a chance to go out, some veterans who have been socially isolated, and some with mental health 
problems who now feel able to socialise and feel safe in the knowledge that we are there for them. 
 

Our hubs ensure that our veterans have a place of safety, sanctuary and support.  We also have a Carers 
Cafe which helps support carers of our veterans.   
 

The funding we have received means a lot to us and we are very grateful for the support of our local 
community and others who have made it so much easier for us to run our service.  
  
On behalf of the trustees, and our members we would like to say a big thank you to you all. 
 

We are always looking for new members so 

please feel free to contact us on the number 

below if you are interested in meeting others 

for brews, food, banter and friendship, support 
and help. 
 

Linda Rudkin  
Founder and Trustee Rural  
Veterans Hubs 

Telephone: 07394 60371 
Email: ruralveteranshubs@gmail.com 
Charity No: 1204103 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rural Veterans’ Hubs (Kirklees) 

Thank you for your funding support 
 

                      Readers’ Letters     

          A welcome thumbs up for the magazine 
  
 
 Y   
 

Just a quick note to express my continuing appreciation for the magazine. 
 

I’ve lived in a fair few places and by a country mile, this is the best community magazine I’ve seen. 
The production values and content are top draw, and I know rely on volunteers. 
 

Well done.             Andy and Sharon Lowther 
 

Magazine Team – Thank you for your kind comments. We appreciate you taking the time to let us know. 
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A clear morning on 14th April 2026 allowed everyone to make 
good progress and complete the painting of the handrails at 
Shepley Station. The work was done by ten volunteers plus ISS 
(Northern's main contractor for work at stations).  
 
Shepley Station Adopters kindly gave their time to help paint the 
station's railings and litter pick. Karen, a volunteer from Mitie, 
came all the way from York to help. Three volunteers from 
Penistone Line Partnership also assisted. 

 
Nick's team from ISS cleared the 
vegetation along the bridge. This isn't 
within Northern's station lease area, so 
this was also done voluntarily with 
no charge, thanks to Danielle Clarkson 
at Northern, who arranged this and 
helped to paint the handrails. 
 
Kind regards  
Sarah Wells - Community Rail Officer 
Penistone Line Partnership 

 
I just wanted to say a massive thank you to all the volunteers who helped at Shepley Station in April who 
painted the handrails, and to Nick and the team from ISS who provided us with support and equipment 
and cleared the bridge of vegetation making it cleaner for customers and cars to use. 
 
We managed to get it all done in good time and the weather held out for us! Little things like this make 
a big difference, with many customers complimenting the painting as we were doing it. 
 

Thanks again all 😊 Dani - Danielle Clarkson - Regional Community & Sustainability Manager East Region 

Friends of Shepley Station  

Community volunteering at the station 
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There were five present at the meeting plus a police officer. Eight people sent their apologies. 
 

The police officer spoke about the dangerous and irresponsible parking near Shepley First School 
entrance. 
 

The finance balance is £6637.66 of which £2965.56 is ring fenced leaving £3672.10 available. 
 

The Friends of Shepley Station spent a productive day at the station on 14th April with a team from 
Network Rail.  The station was tidied up, handrails painted and the vegetation cleared from over the 
bridge. The Outline Business Case regarding the ‘Levelling Up Funding’ is due to be published in the next 
few weeks. 
 

A litter pick near the Sovereign is planned for Saturday 9th May at 10.30am. Meet at the Sovereign. 
 

The plan to have flags/lights for Yorkshire Day is moving ahead with good responses from local 
businesses. 
 

It is hoped that a new team to provide maintenance at The War Memorial has been established. 
 

Further discussions have taken place regarding the services on Remembrance Sunday, and it is hoped 
that there will be a service on Remembrance Day at the War Memorial. 
 

The proposed development on Eastfield was discussed and the reports from Highways and the 
Environment Agency are awaited. 
 

We are currently waiting for a date for the installation of a speed camera on Lane Head Road. 
 

Next Meeting Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.30pm in the library. 
               Jim Reid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shepley Village Association 

Summary of the meeting held on14th April   
 

For hall enquiries Katie Bannister 07895 430374 

or stpaulshallshepley@gmail.com 
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I am writing this following the Easter Bank Holiday Weekend, having joined a number of events across our 
area. You could really feel the impact of the sunshine and community spirit on people - even the grumpiest 
Yorkshiremen (my dad included) were smiling.  
 

Last month, I was pleased to host a roundtable to discuss women’s health issues. It was a deeply moving, 
constructive event, in which local women were able to speak about their experiences with the NHS, discussing 
issues with getting diagnosed, treated, and being taken seriously by doctors. I am taking the findings of this 
event directly to the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care to help feed into the upcoming Women’s 
Health Strategy. 
 

I also had meetings with the Deputy Mayor for Policing, Alison Lowe, and with the West Yorkshire Police Chief 
Constable, Sir John Robins, to discuss plans to use increased funding to improve neighbourhood policing and 
tackle anti-social behaviour, as well as the policing of speed limits and road safety across our area.  
 

I was also pleased to see some positive announcements regarding bus services ahead of the roll out of the 
Weaver network. In collaboration with Google Maps, the Government is rolling out changes to give you live 
information on where your bus is, and how long it will take to arrive at your stop, so you no longer have to 
just stand and hope the bus turns up. As increased funding starts to ensure buses are more reliable, changes 
like this will help local people be able to plan around bus services.  
 

The past month has also been an exciting one in the Government’s wider work for communities and areas like 
ours. As an MP, lengthy legislative procedures can be frustrating, slowing down the changes you were elected 
to make, but in April we saw many of our manifesto commitments become law. Last month, we saw free 
breakfast clubs expand, wage increases for millions of people, increases in the state pension, improved rights 
to statutory sick pay, day one rights to paternity leave, and more parental rights to bereavement leave 
following the death of a partner. 
 

We are also taking action to tackle unfair subscription costs. Too often, subscriptions can feel like a scam, with 
free trials rolling over with no warning, cancellation requiring lengthy phone calls, and fine print in the 
contract locking you in for much longer than advertised. We are changing this, introducing new laws to make 
it easier to cancel subscriptions and get refunds for unwanted auto-renewals. With around 10 million 
unwanted subscriptions currently active across the UK, this could save the average person nearly £170 a 
year.   
 

From increased rights in the workplace, when renting, and when dealing with subscription companies, 
together, these changes will really help families with the cost of living. 
 

As ever, if there are any issues that my team and I can help with, send me an email 
at: jade.botteril.mp@parliament.uk and I will see what I can do.  
 
 
 
 

If you would like to see more details about a planning application or make a comment just enter the planning 

application number e.g. 2025/91234 on the Kirklees website where it says search for a planning application. 
 

If you have any queries about planning matters, your local Kirklees Councillors, John Taylor, Richard Smith & Bill 

Armer would be happy to help. 

 

 

 

 

                  Letter from our Member of Parliament    

              Women voice their experiences with the NHS 
  
 
 
  
 

             Planning Applications 
 
  
 

2026/90879 
West Royd Farm, West Royd, Marsh Lane, Shepley, Huddersfield, HD8 8AY 
Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use of garage/ancillary building for uses incidental to 
residential dwelling. 
Received 30th March 2026 
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April is always an unusual time as a Councillor as the Council moves into pre-election mode, prior to the 
local elections on Thursday 7th May.  The Council itself needs to remain completely impartial and one of 
the consequences of this is that a lot of meetings and decisions are postponed so that they do not appear 
to give the impression of favouring one group or another. 
 

However, as Councillors this does give us more time to be visible in the community as all parties and 
individuals who are interested in standing for public office seek your support. I do enjoy the opportunity 
it gives me to be out and speaking with people and the better weather certainly helps! 
 

Not all meetings are postponed and the Homes and Neighbourhoods Housing Improvement Board that I 
am a member of continues as we monitor progress on tackling issues about the safety and conditions of 
our Council housing stock. This was established following the well documented tragedies at Grenville and 
the death of a young boy due to the failure of his parent’s landlord to address damp and mould in his 
property. I am also stepping in for a colleague and attending a Planning Committee meeting later this 
month as well as chairing a meeting of the Corporate Governance and Audit committee which will be 
looking at the internal and external audit plans for the 2026-27 financial year. 
 

Support for our school remains a focus for me. Whilst plans for addressing the bike sheds, which are 
currently fenced off in the playground progress, I have also secured agreement from the Strategic 
Director for Children’s Services to come and visit the school with me to look at our plans for not only this, 
but also for bringing the caretaker’s house back into use, which is a longer term plan, and I am keen to 
ensure this has his active support.  
 

Planning and housing remain a large part of my workload, and we received some bad news recently in 
this respect. Firstly, you may have seen a proposal for housing in Birdsedge, in the fields across from the 
school. The number of houses isn’t yet clear as they are only seeking outline permission for access to the 
site from Penistone Road, but this will undoubtably put more traffic and pressure on the Sovereign 
junction and all associated roads like Carr Hill Road. 
 

To add to this the Government has announced changes to the process for developing a Local Plan, that is 
the document which specifies where house etc can be built. Whilst the new process, which can be seen 
as adding more red tape, isn’t the main problem, the real issue is that they have stated that any Council 
which is in the process of developing a new plan (like Kirklees) must be able to complete it by the end of 
2026 or else fully comply with the new process. 
 

Kirklees cannot complete the plan by the end of this year which means we have to go back to the start 
again and whilst some of the analysis that has been done can be reused, the timescales have gone 
backwards, and we are unlikely to have a plan in place until April 2029 now. The reason this is important 
is that without the plan the Council has less control over where houses are built and given the 
Government’s weakening of greenbelt protections it is likely we will continue to see more proposals in 
the next couple of years in our village and our neighbours, as developers take advantage of the Council’s 
weakened defence. As I have said many times, we do need to build more houses, but they need to be in 
the right place, where there are existing services and have the infrastructure to cope, not in rural 
locations like this new one in Birdsedge. 
 

I will continue to push back on any proposals which are not sustainable and will continue to support local 
residents in opposing such developments like our own campaign to prevent the Bank’s proposal on 
Eastfield, and the one which I’ve helped in Stocksmoor where we await the outcome of the public inquiry 
into the developer’s appeal against the Council’s refusal of their proposal. 
 
 Contact: johnjtaylor29@yahoo.co.uk or my Kirklees email johnj.taylor@kirklees.gov.uk or  
Tel: 07831 810096 
 

 

 

                        Councillor's letter  

                  Local Plan – issues over completion & consequences  
  
 

mailto:johnjtaylor29@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:johnj.taylor@kirklees.gov.uk
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The Woodland Volunteers at Cliffe House have been aware of 
a metal sculpture lying in the woodland by the three ponds 
and partially covered in leaves, as seen in the photo here. 
 
An article in the weekend Yorkshire Post magazine about 
Mick Kirby-Geddes’s use of recycled metal materials for his 
commissioned sculptures re-awakened one of the volunteer’s 
thoughts about the forgotten piece in the woodland. Could 
the frog be by Mick Kirby-Geddes, a well-known metal 
sculptor based at Sculpture Lounge in Holmebridge? 
 
I contacted the artist to see if this was the case. He confirmed 
that he had made it approximately 20 years ago, mentioning 
that there should be his initials and a date in a non-

conspicuous 
place. This 
information 
was found and confirmed by the volunteers.  
 
The sculpture which originally used to be in the adventure 
playground was subsequently moved to its present position 
as it had more of a connection to this area. It was decided, 
after consultation with the house and outdoor managers, to 
raise it off the ground for everyone to better appreciate it.  
 
The sculpture has been set on three recycled posts and 
subsequently secured by three brackets on the sculpture. 
Cleaned down it now looks super in its new home.  
 

The area around the sculpture will be levelled and covered with bark/wood chippings and new picnic 
benches added if an application to Natural Kirklees for a grant is successful.  
 
Geoff Ryder - Woodland Volunteer 

Cliffe House Woodland Volunteers 

A croaking good sculpture 
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Concerns about the weather were left at home as we travelled to East Yorkshire. It was cool and grey but 

DRY! I’m also delighted to say we filled every seat on the 53-seater coach. 
 

Our first stop was Hull. It is a fascinating 

city with lots of heritage, around the 

Museum Quarter. We visited the 

Streetlife Museum of Transport. It 

focuses on over 200 years of transport 

but is arranged around streets and 

Victorian style shops, making it a really 

interesting place to wander. I couldn’t 

not take a photo of Hull’s iconic cream phone boxes, although I doubt they are 

in use these days. 
 

For those that like to shop, the coach was parked 

conveniently close to the Princes Quay shopping 

centre. We also visited Hull Minster, place full of 

history and heritage, built in 1285.  
 

After including a reviving cup of coffee and cake 

we headed for our next stop at Beverley. This is a 

lovely market town with cobbled streets, a 

market square and lots of individual shops to 

browse and browse (and buy)! We did. 
 

Beverley also has a 

Minster, so we 

wandered in there 

and were so pleased 

we did! Currently 

there is an amazing 

exhibition showing 

called Threads. One side tells the story of the 

Creation, and the other side is the Life of Christ. Every 

frame is designed with various textiles and took over 

ten years to make, by one lady. The colours were stunning and we were so glad we saw it.  

 

After another coffee and something to eat, it was time to head back to the bus, having enjoyed a very 

successful visit. 
 

Our next Heritage Visit is on the 24th June and we are going to Ashbourne and Matlock, two lovely places. 

I’m hoping for another full bus, so make sure you book your tickets as soon as you can.         

 

Central Co-op Heritage Visits 

Full coach to Hull/Beverley in March 
  

Carol Warham 
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The woodlands on our doorstep are ancient, that is 
they date back more than 400 years. That is not to 
say that the trees are that old, in fact most date 
back 150 years or so, but that the site has probably 
had woodlands on it for at least that long. They 
have much to offer in the way of scenic paths, 
varied views, streams and a pond with a variety of 
wildlife and fauna. 

In the early days, the wood was probably worked 
as a coppice, harvesting our native oak, the sessile 
oak, along with hazel and holly for industrial and 
everyday use. Hard to believe, but the holly was 
grown as fodder. The cattle must have been very 
tough in those days! 
 

With coppicing, you would work to a cycle of 10-15 
years, and you would cut the oak and hazel down to 
harvest as staves, posts and wattle for fencing. You 
would, though, leave some oaks to grow to full 
height as timber trees to use as beams for house 
building. We think this pattern carried on until the 
mid-1800s, when a local millowner, Walter Norton, 
took ownership and converted the woods to leisure 
uses. 
 

You can still see traces of the earlier workings in the woods today: there are coppiced oaks and hazels and 
remains of charcoal burning and sawpits. The next few months, April and May, are a good time to go 

down and look round as the woodlands are 
in full bloom. Particularly impressive are the 
banks of white wood anemone which are 
usually a strong indicator of the antiquity of 
the woods. 
 

If you want to find out more or get involved, 
we can be contacted on our email: 
upperdearnewoods@gmail.com  
 

Otherwise, we normally have working parties 
on the 3rd Sunday of each month, meeting at 
10.00am at the top of Greenwood Lane. (just 
up from the entrance to the recycling 
centre). 
 

Geoff Higgs Chair  
Upper Dearne Woods Conservation Group 

                      The Upper Dearne Woods  

                 A little bit of history  
  
 

mailto:upperdearnewoods@gmail.com
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           The Prison Officer by Gen Glaister  
 
 
 Yorkshire Studies Group    
 

 

Our recent Football Memories session at Shepley 
Library on Wednesday 15th April was a real 
winner! The morning brought together a great 
“five-a-side” team (with plenty of subs), ensuring 
everyone could get involved and enjoy the chatter 
at their own pace. 

 

Memories flowed freely, with 90 minutes of football videos 
playing, there was lots of lively chat and reminiscing about 
classic matches, favourite players, and unforgettable moments 
from the past. 
 

A special mention goes to Keith, for facilitating the session and 
whose delicious home baking was thoroughly enjoyed by all! 
 

It was a fantastic morning of football, friendship, and shared 
memories —and we’re already looking forward to the next one; 
Wednesday 17th June at 10.30am.                            

                                                                                                                                          June Lawson: Customer Service Manager 

 

 
I have enjoyed listening to the monthly talks taking place at the library this year. The first of the ‘Coffee 
and Conversation’ talks in February was by retired prison governor Graham Smith who regaled us with 
tales from his firsthand experience of working in prisons. Like many people I had very little if any 
knowledge about daily life in prison and I found it an interesting and informative talk. 

 
A few days later whilst in the library I spotted this book on display – 
The Prison Officer: the inside story of life behind bars, by Gen Glaister.  
 

At the age of just 23, and only three months after leaving university, 
Gen achieved her ambition of becoming a prison officer in a male 
prison. This had been her dream since she was 15. I was intrigued as I 
found it unusual that anyone would set their heart on this from such 
an early age. Phrases which jumped out from the blurb were, ‘honest 
and unflinching’, ‘shocking and gripping’, ‘searing account’.  
 

I enjoyed reading it although enjoy is perhaps not the right word. I felt 
I had experienced some of the reality, the futility, the cynicism and the 
chaos of the lives of those behind bars. Gen faces frightening and 
challenging situations and uses humour and empathy to bring to life 

the character of each of the different inmates. It is not a read for the faint-hearted, as it contains 
violence, self-harm. despair and destruction but it gives an honest if not brutal insight into the problems 
facing both staff and inmates. I found it a compelling read and feel it has given me a small insight into a 
world very much removed from the world in which most of us live here in Shepley.                                                                                                 

            

                       In the Library   

           Football, friendship and shared memories 

  
 
 
 Yorkshire Studies Group    
 

Pam Chew 
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Statins  
Everything you wanted to know but were afraid to ask 

What are statins? 
 

Statins are a class of medications that lower levels of low-density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol, often 
called “bad” cholesterol, in the blood. High LDL levels can lead to a build-up of plaque in the arteries, 
increasing the risk of heart attack and stroke. 
 

Statins work by blocking an enzyme in the liver responsible for cholesterol production. As a result, the 
liver removes more LDL cholesterol from the bloodstream. Since the body produces most cholesterol 
overnight, statins are often taken in the evening or before bed. 
 

Why should I take a statin if I’m offered one? 
 

Cardiovascular disease is one of the leading causes of death worldwide. Lowering your cholesterol with a 
statin reduces your risk of developing serious complications. 
 

They are commonly prescribed for people with conditions such as diabetes, high blood pressure, or 
chronic kidney disease, as well as those with other risk factors. 
 

Statins only work while you are taking them, if you stop, your cholesterol levels are likely to return to 
previous levels. 
 

What about the risks? 
 

Statins are considered safe for most people. As with all medications, some people may experience side 
effects such as muscle aches, mild digestive issues, or raised liver enzymes. 
 

There are several types of statins available, and treatment can be tailored to suit the individual patient. 
 

Where can I get further information? 
 

Speak to our clinical pharmacy team or visit the NHS website for more information: 
https://www.nhs.uk/medicines/statins/ 
 

Help us to help you  
Quick tips to get the most from your GP Practice 

 

Be prepared: Before your appointment, consider writing down your symptoms, what you’re worried 
about, and what you’d like to discuss. Please let reception know if you need to talk about more than one 
issue.  
 

Be on time: Arriving late or being unavailable for a scheduled telephone appointment can affect other 
patients. Unfortunately, it may not always be possible to see a clinician if you are late.  
 

Cancel if needed: If you can’t attend your appointment, please let us know as soon as possible so it can 
be offered to another patient. 
  

Use the NHS App or website: If you’re comfortable using a smartphone or computer, you can book or 
cancel appointments, order repeat prescriptions, and view test results online using the NHS App or NHS 
website.  

                      Shepley Health Centre    

                 Statins/Quick Tips/Welcome Dr Rajarshi Bose 
 
 
 
 Yorkshire Studies Group    
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Order repeat medicines on time: Request your repeat prescriptions in good time so you don’t run out, 
and only order what you need.  
 

Join the Patient Participation Group (PPG): Shepley Health Centre has a friendly patient group that 
provides feedback on our services and helps shape future improvements.  
 

Welcome to Dr Rajarshi Bose 
We are pleased to welcome Dr Rajarshi Bose, who joins us for his final placement before qualifying as a 
GP. Dr Bose brings many years of experience as a hospital doctor, as well as experience in other GP 
practices.  He is available for consultations on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
 

He replaces Dr Clayton, who has now moved on to her next placement. We thank her for her contribution 
and wish her all the very best, she has been a valued member of the Shepley team. 
 

Stay connected 
Have your say – and stay informed 
We work closely with our Patient Participation Group (PPG) to ensure our services reflect the needs of 
our community. Their feedback helps us improve how we deliver care and communicate with patients. 
Recent feedback has highlighted interest in: 
 

• Easier access to appointments  

• More health and wellbeing information  

• Regular updates about practice services  
 

We are always keen to hear from more patients. Stay connected. 
To receive the latest practice news, health advice, and local updates, or to find 
out more about joining our PPG, simply scan the QR code below to sign up to 
our newsletter. 
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View from the top of 
Rowgate - Angela 

Spring Blooms - Angela 

Walking up towards the 
Sovereign - Tracy 

Shimmering plumage in the sun - Allan 

Butterfly in my garden - Allan 
Spring Blooms - Angela 
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By the time this magazine reaches you, we will hopefully be a couple of weeks into the new season — 
weather permitting — and heading into the busy May and June period. These are the months when we 
host cricket at Shepley most days, whether matches or training, during the week and at weekends. 
 

Club Development  
With the village population continuing to grow, it’s important that the Club can accommodate this from 
both a sporting and social perspective. We take pride in offering the children of Shepley the chance to 
play sport with their friends in a safe and supportive environment. We hope that by next month’s edition 
we’ll be able to share exciting news of our development plans for 2026 and beyond. These plans will help 
us support a growing community — and yes, they might involve a bit of fundraising along the way! 
 

On the Field 
Even before the season began, we had a slight setback with our overseas player, Jaimin Chauhan, 
breaking a bone in his foot just days before his scheduled arrival. While his arrival is delayed — hopefully 
only by a couple of weeks — it gives other players the chance to step in and push for 1st XI cricket this 
season. Improving squad depth is a key focus for 2026 and into 2027, and we are hopeful that a few of 
our promising juniors will appear on the 1st XI team sheet in the coming months. 
 

Competition for places in the 2nd XI is already clear, with more local 
Shepley kids pushing for opportunities this year and giving captain Jack 
Dyson a few selection headaches along the way. Callum Rose (pictured) 
is certainly one to watch, with the Yorkshire CC junior impressing at the 
end of last season and pushing hard for a regular place in 2026. 
 

Our Sunday League team is also expected to take further strides this 
year. What has been a ‘social’ team for a number of seasons will now 
be based more around selection, blending the experience of former 1st 
and 2nd XI players — keen to pass on their wisdom — with the 
enthusiasm and promise of our junior players. Maybe we will see Isaac 
Pitcher and Sammy Goldthorpe, both currently representing West 
Yorkshire U12s, pushing for senior games this year. I hope so. 

 

Get Set for Cricket 
Every year we host our ‘Get Set for Cricket’ day at Shepley Cricket Club, asking volunteers from both the 
cricket and village communities to help us get everything ready for the season ahead. This includes 
putting the covers and sight screens back in place, re-varnishing woodwork, painting interior and exterior 
walls, jet washing, and general cleaning — all the things that ensure our members and guests have the 
best possible experience. This year we had over 30 volunteers across the day. Despite the cold weather, 
we soon warmed up to the task, and I hope you can see the fruits of that labour when you pass the 
ground. The work has continued in the days and weeks since, with a new storage shed and new benches 

installed along the 
bottom of the 
ground. Lots of 
volunteers have 
given lots of time to 
make the Club look 
as good as it does, 
and I want to thank 
everyone for their 
support. 
 

Shepley Cricket Club  

Over 30 volunteers at our ‘Get Set for Cricket Day’ 
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Expanding Our Ladies Section 
We’re delighted to be expanding our ladies cricket offering for 2026 (yes, a repeat from March!) With a 
new hardball team and two softball teams planned, there is a level of cricket for everyone — from 
complete beginners to experienced players. Ladies cricket at Shepley is open to anyone from school Year 
8 and above. We’re always keen to welcome new faces into this vibrant and supportive part of the Club. 
 

All Star Cricket 
Once again, we are running our All Stars programme — the ECB’s introduction to cricket for 4–7 year 
olds. It has proved a great initiative for Shepley CC over the years, and once again the 50 places were 
snapped up within days of launch. We look forward to welcoming this year’s enthusiastic young 
cricketers in May, along with many returning All Stars continuing their cricketing journey. For those of 
you interested in the development of the girls’ game, 19 of the 50 registered All Stars this year are girls. 
 

Opening Times 
Following a trial period towards the end of 2025, we will be adopting more formal opening times on 
senior match days, with the Club and bar staying open until 10pm on Saturdays through to the final 
match in mid‑September. We are, of course, open to non‑members and any visitors will be made 
welcome to join us for a drink or just to watch the cricket.  
 

Shepley Cricket Club – May fixtures at Marsh Lane 
 

Saturday 2nd May 2XI vs Holmbridge CC    1:00pm 

Sunday 3rd May 1XI vs Honley CC (Sykes Cup Round 1) 12:30pm 

Saturday 9th May 1XI vs Skelmanthorpe CC 12:30pm 

Sunday 10th May 1XI vs Hanging Heaton (Heavy Woollen)   1:00pm 

Saturday 16th May 2XI vs Broad Oak CC   1:00pm 

Saturday 23rd May 2XI vs Holmfirth CC   1:00pm 

Saturday 30th May 1XI vs Moorlands CC 12:30pm 
 

Matthew, Shepley Cricket Club  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Answer elsewhere in the 

magazine 
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Day Event Location Time 

Sundays Church Service Methodist Church 10:45am 

Mondays REBEL Theatre Arts School (term-time only) St Paul’s Church Hall 5:00pm – 8:00pm 

Mondays Rhythm Time (term time only) - toddlers Methodist Church 10:15am 

Mondays Rhythm Time (term time only) - babies Methodist Church 11:00am 

Mondays  Oasis Café Methodist Church 1:30pm – 3:30pm 

Mondays Library Walking Group for leisurely walks Meet at Shepley Library 1:30pm prompt 

Mondays Rhyme Time / Preschool Story Shepley Library 2:30pm – 3:00pm 

Tuesdays Paula's Community Café St Paul’s Church Hall 11:00am – 2:00pm 

Tuesdays Post Office Van Black Bull car park 1:15pm – 2:15pm 

Tuesdays REBEL Theatre Arts School (term-time only) St Paul’s Church Hall 4:30pm – 6:30pm 

Tuesdays Shepley Band Practice Methodist Church 7:30pm – 9:30pm 

Tuesdays Shepley Singers St Paul’s Church Hall 8:00pm – 9:00pm 

Wednesday  Holy Communion St Paul’s Church 10:00am 

Wednesday Laurie Nettleton Pilates St Paul’s Church Hall 6:00pm – 7:00pm 

Thursdays  Toddler Group (term time only) Methodist Church 9:15am – 11:15am 

Thursdays Slimming World Methodist Church 5:30pm and 7:00pm 

Thursdays Beavers & Cub Scouts (term-time only) St Paul’s Church 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

Fridays  Oasis Café Methodist Church 1:30pm – 3:30pm 

Fridays Lego & Duplo Club Shepley Library 2:00pm – 5:00pm 

Fridays Tang Soo Do (Denby Dale)  St Paul’s Church Hall 6:30pm – 8:00pm 

Saturday REBEL Theatre Arts School (term-time only) St Paul’s Church Hall 9:30am – 1:30pm 

Saturday Lego & Duplo Club Shepley Library 10:00am –12:00pm 

Weekly Dates for your Diary 
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May 2026 Event Location Time 

1 FRI Friday Friendship Group Shelley Village Hall 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

2 SAT Naturalists’ Walk Meet at Cliffe House 10:00am 

3 SUN Contemplative Service St Paul’s Church 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

5 TUES Veterans’ Hub (including light lunch) Shelley Village Hall 11:30am – 1:30pm 

7 THUR Local Council Elections Methodist Church 7:00am – 10:00pm 

9 SAT Coffee Morning: Plants and Gardening St Paul’s Church 10:00am – 12:00pm 

9 SAT Litter Pick near the Sovereign Meet at Sovereign 10:30am 

11 MON Shepley Library Readers’ Group Methodist Church 1:45pm – 3:30pm 

12 TUES Shepley Village Association Meeting Library 7:30pm 

13 WED Community Plus: Drop-In: at Coffee Shop Pennine Garden Centre 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

14 WED Wellbeing Workshop: suggested donation £5 for 
materials, hosted by library volunteers 

Library 2:30pm – 4:00pm 

14 THUR Veterans’ Hub, Gilthwaites Lane Denby Dale First School 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

15 FRI Friday Friendship Group Shelley Village Hall 2:00pm – 4:00pm 

17 SUN Contemplative Service St Paul’s Church 5:00pm – 6:00pm 

19 TUES Veterans’ Carers’ Coffee and Chat Shelley Village Hall 10:00am – 12:00pm 

20 WED Community Plus: Drop-In: at Coffee Shop Pennine Garden Centre 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

20 WED WI Meeting: Methodist Church 7:30pm 

21 THURS Coffee and Conversation: James Smith MD of 
Shepley Spring – shares the history and science 
behind the business 

Library 10:30am – 12:00pm 

21 THURS Craft Workshop: Needle Punched Felt - 
suggested £5.00 donation to cover materials 

Library 2:00pm – 5:00pm 

26 TUES Shepley by the Sea – free family fun for all Methodist Church 10:00am – 11:30am 

28 THURS Spring Crafts/Activities/Library Trail – free event, 
drop in, no need to book 

Library 10:00am – 1:00pm 
2:00pm – 5:00pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regular services at St. Paul’s Church, Shepley 
 

Contemplative Space 10:00am – 12:00pm every Tuesday 
Holy Communion 10:00am every Wednesday 
 

Sundays 
 

1st Sunday in the month       5:00pm Contemplative Communion Service 
 

2nd Sunday in the month     11:15pm Holy Communion 
 

3rd Sunday in the month      11:15am Holy Communion, 
           5:00pm Contemplative Service 
 

4th Sunday in the month      11:15am Holy Communion 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
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